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Pediatric Issues in Disasters and Emergencies

Instructor: Martha Slay Wingate, DrPH

Course Description

The purpose of this introductory course is to provide an overview of pediatric issues that should be considered
before, during, and after emergencies. In this course, the definition of disaster is all-hazards; some of the
topics covered include: keeping children safe from violence after a disaster, basic preparatory measures that
caregivers should take in case of family separation due to disaster, and issues related to the pediatric health
care system.

Learning Objectives

e Compare and contrast pediatric physical and mental health needs to physical and mental health needs
of adults

e ldentify basic precautions that could be taken to protect children during times of disaster (specifically
in sheltering situations)

e ldentify basic preparatory measures that caregivers should take in the case of family separation due
to disasters or emergencies

e Identify unique issues related to the pediatric health care system (hospital care) and emergencies

Preparedness & Response Core Competencies *Public Health Preparedness & Response Core Competency Model
« 1.2: Manage behaviors associated with emotional responses in self and others.
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